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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, May 14th, the Wright Flyers met at 
Kremer's Toy & Hobby Shop in St. Michael. This was 
in lieu of a regular monthly meeting that would have 
been held at the flying field in Montissippi Park. 
 This was not recorded as an actual club business 
meeting as vise president Joel Dirnberger was the only 
club officer in attendance along with 5 members of 
the WFRC.
 Other than visiting with the owners of the hobby 
shop, the only other activity was discussing the 
upcoming float fly and recent flying experiences of 
those in attendance at the meeting.

WFRC Club Field Cleanup Day
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Saturday, May 11th, in very trying weather 
conditions, five stalwart club members showed up at 
the field to participate in the annual cleanup activity. 
The wind was strong and cold, punctuated with shots 
of snow, rain and sleet. Buzz Plante brought his 
tractor and was able to drag the parking area, 
smoothing out most of the ruts. A little bucket work 
by Buzz and his tractor redistributed some of the dirt 
that got pushed into the pit area during the winter 
snow plowing. Mark Shobie and Evan Gerzema 
cleaned up the growth of weeds under the shelter and 
Curt Smallwood groomed the pit area. Buzz and Leo 
made an attempt to replace the tattered windsock atop 
the shelter but the sock frame needed some off-site 
work that would leave the field without a windsock 
later into May. The field had been rolled a couple of 
weeks prior by Leo Davids and Curt Smallwood. 
 Just before the Memorial Weekend holiday, the lawn 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, June 11th, 2013. It 

will be held at the Montissippi Flying Field.

service did the first mowing of the field. With the 
blooming of the dandelions and frequent rainfall at the 
end of May, it appears weekly mowing will be needed 
for the next few weeks.
 The portable toilet was set and securely anchored on 
the 1st of  May.

Upcoming Events
MARCEE Electric Fly - The annual electric fly that 
MARCEE sponsors at the 3M field in Cottage Grove 
will be held from June 28-30. For more details, check 
their website at www.MARCEE.org.

WFRC Club Spring Float Fly Canceled
by Leo Davids, WFRC Newsletter Editor
 Again this May, the open weekend before Memorial 
Day was a rainy, windy couple of days that forced the 
club to cancel the float fly scheduled for Lake Orono 
in Elk River. There will be another attempt for this 
event in September following a week or two after the 
summer ends on Labor Day weekend.

Monticello Senior Hobby Day. 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Newsletter Editor
 The WFRC club was again represented in this annual 
event that showcases a variety of hobbies that local 
seniors engage in to the Pinewood Elementary School 
students. The event was hosted at the Monticello 
Community center by Senior Center Director Pam 
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Loidolt. She arranged to have about 400 students, 
teachers and chaperones in four groups throughout 
the day visit the hobby exhibits that the seniors had set 
up in the Mississippi Room at the Community Center.

 For the RC aviation exhibit, the students had a 
number of RC models to view, model aviation 
magazines to take back with them and some hands on 
experiences related to flying. The hands on 
experiences were a big hit for the students. They could 
try their hand at a real 4-channel radio and move 
mock-up aircraft controls and run its motor. They also 
could fly either a remote controlled helicopter or flying 
saucer. And finally, they could take some tosses with 
gliders made from foam picnic plates. 

 It was a long 6 hours of high energy action for Leo 
Davids and his two assistants, Hugh Lampert and Dick 
Erickson, both RC fliers themselves. The main 
challenge was to keep the students moving so they 
didn't have to bunch up into long lines to get their 
turns at the activities as well as keep batteries charging 
to power the flight models.

Basic Fire Safety 
Brett Ohnstad, Safety Officer, Anoka County Radio Control Club, 
Inc., Coon Rapids MN 
 Imagine that you’ve been working on your latest 
project when you stop for a quick snack. Before you 
return to your workshop, you notice the smell of 
something burning. 
 You think that it can’t be anything serious because 
your fire detector isn’t screaming at you, but wait … 
what fire detector? I must have one because that was 
where I got the last nine-volt battery for my FPV 
camera. Well that explains why that is not going off. 
 Maybe the smoke is coming from that LiPo battery 
that you picked up cheap online, but it can’t be; that 
thing is in a charging bag. Could it be that the servo 
you were running through test cycles finally burned 
out? But no, that wouldn’t make much sense either. 
 Your mind starts to panic as you realize that you left 
your hot glue gun on and it is sitting right next to the 
soldering iron you forgot to unplug and your new 
airplane. My airplane could be on fire! Wait, no! My 
house could be on fire! 
 You run into your workshop to find the trash can 
smoldering. It turns out that the rags that you used to 
wipe up some spilled fuel were in the process of 
starting to spontaneously combust. A moment later, 
and those rags would have started up in a nice little 
blaze had you not gotten them out of the house and 
into the open.
 I have just described the perfect extreme fire 
prevention textbook cliché. But how close to the truth 
is the story for you? Many people do not own or have 
access to the proper fire safety equipment and 
preventative tools. A little advance planning and 
training will go a long way in making sure that you do 
not lose anything to fire. 
 Even if nothing like this has happened to you, don’t 
pat yourself on the back quite just yet. You have some 
learning to do here.
Types of  Fires
 Fire is, in fact, a chemical reaction that depends on 
three properties that need to be present at the same 
time in order for combustion to occur. Just like the 
engine on your airplane, you need some sort of fuel or 



3

combustible, a heat source for ignition and for 
sustaining combustion, and oxygen. Remove any one 
of these three items and, like your engine, the fire will 
stop.
 The type of fuel being consumed in the fire will 
determine the classification of  the fire.
Class A: This includes solids such as wood, paper, and 
plastics (not metals).
Class B: Any flammable liquids or gases such as fuel, 
oil, thinners, or paints.
Class C: Electrical equipment fires.
Class D: Metals such as aluminum and magnesium 
usually in shavings or metal dust.
 Knowing the type of class of fire will help 
determine what type of extinguisher should be used 
on the fire. For example, a water-filled fire extinguisher 
that you would put on a wood fire could cause an oil 
fire to spread or cause additional damage in an 
electrical fire if the electrical equipment is still plugged 
in.
Types of  Extinguishers
 APW (air pressurized water) extinguishers are 
typically large, silver-colored cylinders that are filled 
with water. These are for use on Class A fires and stop 
the fire by removing the heat needed for continued 
combustion.
 Carbon Dioxide (CO2) extinguishers are most often 
found as red cylinders and can range from 5 to 100 
pounds in size. They are useful on Class B and Class C 
fires and work by taking away the oxygen needed for 
combustion. As the CO2 is very cold from expansion 
of the gas as it is released from the nozzle, it also 
removes some of the heat from the fire. CO2 is not 
recommended for Class A fires because it does not 
typically remove enough oxygen from the fire to put 
the fire out and may not remove enough heat to be 
able to extinguish all of the embers in the fire resulting 
in a potential flare up.
 Dry Chemical (DC) can be a red or white cylinder 
that can be anywhere between 5 and 20 pounds and 
can be easily purchased at a local hardware store. It will 
be classified as either ABC or BC for the type of fire it 
can extinguish. It are filled with a fine powder of 
monoammonium phosphate or some other agent that 
puts out the fire by separating the fuel from the 
oxygen and interrupting the chemical reaction.
 Extinguishers rated for Class D fires do not use a 
dry chemical because these agents could aggravate a 
Class D fire. Instead they may use a dry powder form 
of graphite or granular sodium chloride and the 
extinguishers can be relatively expensive. If you do 
perform metal work, make sure that you keep your 

work area clean of any fine metal shavings before it 
could potentially lead to a fire.
What to Do in Event of  a Fire
 Should you have a situation in which you have a fire, 
you need to make some quick decisions. Your first 
priority is to help any person who may be in 
immediate danger. Next, you need to call 911 or have 
someone else call. Even if it is a small fire, you need to 
make sure that help is on its way before you attempt to 
fight the fire yourself. Should you become 
incapacitated or unable to contain the fire, having 
called for backup ensures that help gets there soon.
 If you have a fire extinguisher on hand and need to 
use it, all you have to remember is PASS:
P: Pull the pin. This releases the safety on the 
extinguisher allowing you to use it.
A: Aim at the base of the fire. This is where the 
chemical reaction of  the fire is happening.
S: Squeeze the trigger.
S: Sweep the base of the fire from side to side until the 
fire is out.
 Make sure that if you attempt to fight the fire, you 
position yourself with an escape that is away from the 
fire. Close any doors and windows if you can to help 
contain the fire and smoke to the smallest area 
possible. Remember that help is on its way because 
you already called 911.
 LiPo batteries are a special instance of fire in which 
once ignited, the only thing that can realistically be 
done is to prevent the further spread of the fire with 
either an extinguisher or even possibly a bucket of 
sand. 
 LiPo batteries have a high energy density and 
contain a flammable electrolyte making for a highly 
potent combination. Charging the battery while it is in 
a LiPo bag, in an ammunition box, or on a piece of 
ceramic will help prevent a secondary fire. Charging 
your LiPo battery underneath the open hood of your 
vehicle at the flying field on the other hand is a good 
way to make sure that you get to walk home at the end 
of  the day.
 Being proactive about fire is going to be your best 
fire preventative measure. Small extinguishers can 
easily be obtained and mounted in your workshop and 
on your field box. The early warning offered by a 
smoke detector can be an easy and efficient form of 
preventative measure, provided that you actually use 
them. 
 A properly installed and maintained smoke detector 
will have fewer annoying false alarms. This means 
placing them in your home and workshop in a place 
that has easy access to clear a false alarm, perform a 
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test, or to change the battery. The easier it is to get to, 
the more likely that it is to be used. 
 A lso change the battery and check your 
extinguishers twice a year, preferably at the start and 
end of Daylight Saving time. Just remember to save 
the old battery for the FPV camera. 

Tips & Tricks 
from the newsletter of  the Flying Aero Sport Team, Brookville OH
Self-Threading Screw Hole Procedure
 This is a very common procedure. You should do 
this whenever you make a self-threading screw hole 
into the wood (to help strengthen it). This works 
especially well for parts that need to be removable (an 
aileron servo holder/cover is a good example) but 
would cause a crash if the screws feel out or stripped 
loose in flight. However, now that I’ve seen how much 
better the screws hold, I do it for pretty much every 
screw hole I drill into wood.
 You usually start with a hole drilled a couple of sizes 
smaller than the screw  (so it will create some good 
threads when screwed in the first time). For example, a 

standard, self-tapping servos screw requires a 1/16-
inch hole drilled.
 Install the part with the proper screw and barely 
tighten (not too tight … don’t strip it out) it.
 Loosen the screw and remove it and the part. Gain 
access to the newly threaded hole in the wood.
 Put a drop or two of thin CA glue into the hole and 
let it wick into the wood. If you need to, you can 
swish the glue around the wood hole’s threads with a 
toothpick (but be quick so the toothpick doesn’t get 
glue inside).
 Let the glue dry completely for one hour. The idea is 
not to get the screw glued into the hole. The threads 
and surrounding wooden area will now be stronger 
and more like plastic.
 Reinstall the part with the original screw. Use 
original threads and don’t cross thread.

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids
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